
i

PREFACEPREFACE

I am delighted to introduce to you this tenth volume of the Hong Kong Chinese Materia Medica 

Standards (HKCMMS), which adds another 31 entries to our list of Chinese Materia Medica (CMM) 

reference standards, covering a total of 330 CMM.

“10” is an auspicious number which usually conveys a meaning of satisfaction and fullness.  To us, 

it marks a milestone - a time to refl ect, plan ahead and continue to stride forward.  

The HKCMMS was rolled out in 2002 as a pilot project to develop reference standards for eight 

types of CMM.  The mission has always been to ensure the safe use and quality of commonly used 

CMM and to provide applicable and adoptable reference standards for the Chinese medicines industry.  

We keep track of technology advancement and international trends in quality standard development of 

herbal medicines, take every opportunity to broaden our scope of testing, adopt more advanced testing 

technology and methods, and enrich the contents of the standards.  The HKCMMS has so far established 

its position in the fi eld of standards for medicinal materials.

This volume sees our continued quest for excellence.  Noting the latest trend in instrumental 

technology for testing organochlorine pesticide (OCP) residues, we have partnered with the Government 

Laboratory to develop a new OCP determination method, employing gas chromatography with tandem 

mass spectrometry.  The new method not only provides an alternative to the existing one(s) but has also 

further brought us to the forefront among international peers on the testing of pesticide residues.  In 

addition, we have published a third monograph on an animal originated CMM, which has once again 

employed deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) fi ngerprinting technology for CMM authentication.

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSARG) is committed to 

develop Chinese medicines industry in Hong Kong.  In 2015, the Government accepted the Chinese 

Medicine Development Committee’s recommendation to establish the Government Chinese Medicines 

Testing Institute (GCMTI), which would specialise in the testing of and scientifi c research on Chinese 

medicines, with a view to setting internationally recognised reference standards for the safety, quality 

and testing methods of Chinese medicines.  In the 2019 Policy Address, the Chief Executive announced 

that the GCMTI would be sited next to Hong Kong’s fi rst Chinese Medicine Hospital in Tseung Kwan O.  

We are forging full steam ahead with this project, and this new key infrastructure of Chinese medicines is 

expected to be commissioned for academia, research institutions, students and other interested parties in 

2024/2025 at the earliest.  In the meantime, we have set up a temporary site of the GCMTI at the Hong 

Kong Science Park, embarking on a number of research projects in an effort to deliver early results.  Our 

research outputs thus far are available for viewing on the website of the Chinese Medicine Regulatory 

Offi ce (www.cmro.gov.hk).
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In May 2019, the Food and Health Bureau of the HKSARG signed a Co-operation Agreement on 

Construction, Research and Management of Chinese Medicines Herbarium with the National Medical 

Products Administration (NMPA), under which Hong Kong and the Mainland will formulate a systematic 

CMM specimen collection programme with a view to improving the collection of the Chinese medicines 

herbarium of both places.  

In 2020, the Chinese Medicine Regulatory Offi ce of Department of Health is honoured to be 

redesignated as the World Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating Centre for Traditional Medicine. 

With the experience acquired in the past eight years, we are dedicated to continue contributing to the 

development and implementation of WHO’s traditional medicine policies, strategies and providing 

technical support.

We will continue our efforts in developing standards for Chinese medicines and its products, 

empowering the industry through transfer of technology to strengthen the quality control of Chinese 

medicines and its products and promoting the internationalisation of Chinese medicines industry of Hong 

Kong. I would like to take this opportunity to extend my appreciation for the contributions from members 

of the International Advisory Board, Scientifi c Committee and Editorial Board. In addition, it should be 

stressed that the successful publication of this volume can only be achieved with the concerted efforts of 

the Government Laboratory and the related research teams, namely the City University of Hong Kong, 

the Hong Kong Baptist University, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University, the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, the University of Hong Kong and 

Taiwan’s China Medical University.  

Finally, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the NMPA, the National Administration of 

Traditional Chinese Medicine and the Chinese Pharmacopoeia Commission for their enduring support 

and invaluable advice on the development of the HKCMMS.

Dr. Constance CHAN, JP 

Director of Health
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