Macroscopic and Microscopic Identification of Cortex type of
Decoction Pieces Commonly Found in Hong Kong

This project employs a dual approach, using both macroscopic and microscopic
identification techniques, to establish a simple and accurate method for
identifying cortex type of decoction pieces. The identification methods are
published in the form of monographs, covering the following contens:
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General notices
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m  Macroscopic Identification Features

cowsna This section includes the features of shape, outer
&7 Maerosepic Heoifention Feoters - gurface, inner surface, cul surface and fracture,
Sl Mgl texture and odour. Cut surface means the

e e sectioned surface produced during the processing
stage of decoction pieces, whilst fracture means
the fracture surface produced by breaking the
sample during identification. For the direction of
sample breakage, please refer to the diagram in
the upper left corner of the image.

For decoction pieces of multiple sources, a single
description is provided if no significant
differences on macroscopic feature are observed.
Meanwhile, individual descriptions are provided
for (MM having various decoction pieces
specifications.
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For more information, please reier to Appendix Il
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m  Microscopic Identification Features

s This section is divided into two parts. The
e “Features of Simplified Powder Microscopic
e i, Identification” part lists out the key features that
can be observed by using simplified powder

. 8 . microscopic identification method, while the
--. remaining features are listed in the “Additional
Features of Powder Microscopic Identification”
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Features are listed according to their categories:
crystal, sclerenchyma, secretory tissue, protective
lissue and starch. General features thal are
commonly found in cortex lype of Chinese
w... medicines, including ray cell, sieve tube,
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Vicroscapic Identifcation companion cell, sieve cell and parenchymatous
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cell, are omitted unless they are significant to
identification.

For decoction pieces of mulliple sources or
~ specifications, a single description is provided if
~ o significant differences on microscopic feature
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: are observed.
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- For more information, please refer to Appendix Il
e won  Microscopic Identification of the HKCMMS.
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“=w= This section concisely describes the most critical
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. identification features chosen from macroscopic

e —— and powder microscopic identification of the (MM.
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e S For (MM which are included in the HKCMMS,
T . their volume number will be included for
reference.
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