Macroscopic and Microscopic Identification of Cortex type of
Decoction Pieces Commonly Found in Hong Kong

This project employs a dual approach, using both macroscopic and microscopic
identification techniques, to establish a simple and accurate method for
identifying cortex type of decoction pieces. The identification methods are
published in the form of monographs, covering the following contents:
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Name and Source

Reference is made to Schedules 2 of the Chinese
Medicine ~ Ordinance  (Cap. 549) and the
Pharmacopoeia of the People’s Republic of China
(2020 Edition) ~[abbreviated as the Chinese
Pharmacopoeia (2020 Edition)]. For (MM not
included in the above two, other slatutory
slandards or reference malerials are used.
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General notices

o . ] .
m  Macroscopic Identification Features

This section includes the features of shape, outer
surface, inner surface, cul surface and fracture,
lexture and odour. Cul surface means the
sectioned surface produced during the processing
stage of decoction pieces, whilst iracture means
the fracture surface produced by breaking the
sample during identification. For the direction of
sample breakage, please refer to the diagram in
the upper left corner of the image.

For decoction pieces of multiple sources, a single
description is provided if mo significant
differences on macroscopic feature are observed.
Meanwhile, individual descriptions are provided
for (MM having various decoction pieces
specifications.

For more information, please refer to Appendix 11
General Quality Control Method of the Hong Kong
Chinese Materia Medica Standards (HKCMMS).

https://www.cmro.gov.hk/html/eng/useful

_information/hkemms/volumes.html
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T Microscopic Identification Features
O
o This section is divided into two parts. The
2% Features of Easy Powder . o . . voe e
=" Microscopic Hentification “Simplified Powder Microscopic Identification
St Features™ part lists out the key features that can
5 5 A be observed by wusing simplified powder
. : . microscopic identification method, while the
- remaining features are listed in the “Additional
_ Powder Microscopic Identification Features™ part.
ERRSSEEEESTT Features are listed according to their categories:
o = crystal, sclerenchyma, secretory tissue, protective
ﬁr,_,:,: - = lissue and starch. General features thal are
— commonly found in cortex type of Chinese
medicines, including ray cell, sieve tube,
F—C companion cell, sieve cell and parenchymalous
B M cell, are omilted unless they are significanl lo
R identification.

For decoction pieces of multiple sources or
specifications, a single description is provided if
no significant differences on microscopic feature
are observed.
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For more information, please refer to Appendix Il
Microscopic Identification of the HKCMMS.

PSP ————

L ST

https://www.cmro.gov.hk/html/eng/useful

_information/hkemms/volumes.html

H BEE
Department of Health


https://www.cmro.gov.hk/html/eng/useful_information/hkcmms/volumes.html

General notices
Em . .
m Key ldentification Features

s This section concisely describes the most critical

:l Key Identification Features . e . M
— identification features chosen from macroscopic

o s msamacnemsesss AN poWder microscopic identification of the CMM.

aresull dwse
e gpeans by lminted
- Powder Microseopie features -
 rismol ckium ol apears doubleoicalpolonl r hmbic
e unle sl surded by sl el toferm s e
 Stome cells sbsqure, sbpolygonal ssbrondel a e, .
s st it caals

e o i i e s s i

e S For (MM which are included in the HKCMMS,
Fme their volume number will be included for
reference.
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Website: www.cmro.gov.hk
The information in this pamphlet may be re-disseminated or reproduced, provided that the Government Chinese Medicines Testing .
Institute (GCMTI). as the source of information. is acknowledged and that the re-dissemination or reproduction is for non-commercial
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